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SURVEY 
SHOWS INYO 
AGAINST DWP 
AGREEMENT 

OWENS VALLEY COMMITTEE FINDS A 4 TO 1 MAJOR¬ 
ITY OPPOSED TO THE AGREEMENT 

To all but the unaware, it T s crystal 
clear that a majority of Inyo people do not 
want the latest DWP-Inyo agreement proposal. 
Consistently, at public hearings and on pe¬ 
titions, it ? s been 3 or 4 to 1 against the 
agreement. But just as consistently, the 
supervisors have insisted that only a hand¬ 
ful don’t want that proposal. Disgusted by 
this denial of public opinion, the newly 
formed Owens Valley Committee took to the 
telephones and did a survey on the issue. 

The results were dramatic. Overall, Inyo 
people are against the agreement by h to 1. • 
It was at the suggestion of Eastern 
Sierra News Service that the Owens Valley 
Committee surveyed the residents of Inyo 
Oounty to discover what the majority opin¬ 
ion on the agreement issue really was. The 
survey was taken by telephone calls made by 
nine volunteers - none of which included 
personnel of the news service. Eastern 

(Continued on page 9) 
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COUNTY COUNSEL'S MEMORANDUM ENCOURAGES 
THE SUPERVISORS TO WITHHOLD INFORMATION 
FROM THE INYO PUBLIC. 

Deceiving the public seems to be the 
policy on the latest DWP agreement propo¬ 
sal. From the start, officials kept all 
negotiations on the agreement completely 
secret. The public was only brought in 
after the agreement concepts were put to¬ 
gether and printed. It has come to light 
that Inyo f s Special Legal Counsel, Tony 
Rossman, has also been kept in the dark, 
and that the county f s officials covered 
up a crucial letter from Rossman concern¬ 
ing the agreement. 

Eastern Sierra News Service was pro¬ 
vided with a copy of Rossman 1 s letter along 
with a confidential memorandum written by 
County Counsel Dennis Meyers. It would ap¬ 
pear that among Inyo officialdom there was a 
deliberate cover-up of Rossman’s words - an 
attempt to conceal facts on the water agree¬ 
ment from the public. 

Rossman is the attorney who has most 
dealt with DWP matters for the county. He 
has intimate knowledge of the water issue 
and has posed the biggest threat to Los 
Angeles in the water war. DWP officials fear 
him because he is widely recognized as an 
attorney in the area of environmental law. 

Some news sources indicated that it may have 
been a DWP official who asked Inyo to exclude 
Rossman from negotiations on the agreement. 

It is possible that Inyo f s officials actually 
took L.A. f s advice on this matter. In his 
letter, Rossman emphasizes the fact that he 
was excluded from crucial negotiation sessions 
on the agreement. He says that County Counsel 
Meyers had told him that he would be brought 
into final negotiations and would be asked to 
endorse a final agreement. That never hap¬ 
pened. According to Rossman, advice that he 
was asked for concerning what should or 
should not be included in the agreement has 
not appeared in the proposed document. 

Why have Inyo’s officials chosen to 
eliminate a valuable asset, a seasoned ad¬ 
visor, during this crucial point in Inyo’s 
history? No one will say. The extreme impor 
tance of getting an agreement that is fair 
to both sides far outweighs consideration of 
a relatively small amount of money to pay 
Rossman, who has purposely underbilled the 
county because he feels Inyo needs help. But 
as Rossman says in his letter, it’s up to 
the supervisors to decide what Resources they 
want to use: 

"The advantage, both as a matter of 
legal strategy and public policy , of 
the county's using all its productive 
resources to deal with Los Angeles, 
versus the perceived benefits of con- 

(Continued on page 2) 


























COVER-UP (Continued from page 1) 

serving financial resources and ex¬ 
cluding us from the settlement con¬ 
ferences , are matters which the Board 
can and should determine ." 

But why did the County Counsel tell 
Rossman that he would be included in the 
negotiations and then do just the opposite? 
Meyers apparently asked for Rossman’s ad¬ 
vice from time to time, but then failed to 
accurately report it. Rossman says this in 
his letter: 

"Indeed, the constraints of time and 
distance, and the conditions under 
which the county has engaged us in the 
preceeding months, have resulted in 
several instances in which our advice 
has not accurately reported to the 
Board or the public, and in some in¬ 
stances has led to inferences that we 
have endorsed the provisions of the 
agreement before you." 

At a public hearing in Independence on 
the evening before the supervisors approved 
the agreement, Meyers stood up and told more 
than 100 people that Rossman believed it 
was not necessary for the county to perform 
an environmental impact report to determine 
whether the agreement would damage Inyo’s 
land or plant life. In a phone conversation 
that evening, Rossman told us the he ff takes 
great professional offense that anyone would 
purport to speak for him” on that matter. 

He said that he can offer no endorsement of 
the agreement because he has not been a party 
to its formation. Rossman also states that 
his law firm can not appear in any court 
proceedings dealing with the agreement since 


they have been excluded from negotiations 
and preparation of the proposal. 

Rossman’s letter was an effort to let 
the supervisors know where they are headed 
with the agreement, Rossman is telling the 
Board that his advice, what there has been 
of it, was at times misrepresented and that 
he has been excluded to the point of mak¬ 
ing it impossible for him to appear in 
court on matters involving the agreement. 

That is exactly what DWP wants, In the past, 
Rossman’s keen expertise has kept Inyo out 
of dreadfully damaging agreements. But this 
time, an important voice was silenced and 
purposely distorted. 

Rossman’s letter was addressed and 
mailed to the ”lnyo Board of Supervisors.” 
Copies of the letter went to the Water Com¬ 
mission, Dennis Meyers, and Greg James. Yet 
none of these Officials revealed the letter 
to the ones who had a right to know - the 
Inyo public. It appears that County Counsel 
Meyers intentionally tried to cover up Ros¬ 
sman’ s letter. In a memorandum written the 
same day he received the letter, Meyers wrote 
to the Administrator and the supervisors 
about a conversation he supposedly had with 
one of Rossman’s law partners, John Lowry. 
Meyers wrote that Lowry believed Rossman’s 
letter was a "private document subject to the 
attorney-client relationship” and up to the 
Board of Supervisors to make it public or not. 

When News-Letter asked Rossman about 
this, he said that he and Mr. Lowry did not 
consider the letter confidential, Dennis 
Meyers stamped the letter confidential him¬ 
self, In his memorandum, Meyers further 
stated that it was the opinion of his office 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Topaz Lodge will give away a new 
rod and reel, or $1 per ounce for the biggest 
Rainbow or German Brown trout caught in Topaz Lake 
each week , The Derby will culminate in an end-of-the-contest drawing 
for the Grand Prizes of $1000, $500, or $250 on Saturday, April 28th . Whether you 
fish or not. you 9 11 always enjoy Topaz Lodge hospitality - excellent dining , 
accomodations , and Nevada-style funl 


For more information on the Topaz Trout Derby call Topaz Lodge at (702) 266-3338 , 


A PLACE FOR THE FAMILY TO HAVE FUN'. 

At Topaz Lodge there's a special 
room for the kids f filled with all 
of the latest in video games. 



LODGE- 


Highway 395 

at Topaz Lake 
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A Cramped 
Economy - 

CALIFORNIA'S SECOND LARGEST COUNTY IS 
BEING STIFLED BY A LACK OF SPACE TO GROW 

Land-locked by a sea of government agen¬ 
cies , Inyo County is, acrewise, one of the 
biggest counties in California. But only a 
tiny part of all that real estate belongs to 
private individuals. It’s a problem that is 
getting worse and Inyo’s officialdom is 
doing nothing about it. 

Five years ago, an Inyo County News - 
Letter article reported how a poll talien in 



Inyo County Planning Director Ted Hilton 
points out the area surrounding Owens 
Valley towns (shown at right) in a map 
of land ownership in Inyo . 

Inyo revealed a 66% majority in favor of get¬ 
ting some land for population and economic 
growth. At that time there was talk of ac¬ 
quiring land to grow, but it turned out to 
be just talk. 

There is one man in county government 
who is painfully aware of the cramped situ¬ 
ation: Planning Director Ted Hilton. He and 
his staff are faced with the difficult task 
of planning land use when there is very 
little available land with .which to work. 
Hilton’s office discovered that in the past 
ten years even more land (around 10$) has 
gone from private hands to public agencies 
like the Bureau of Land Management, the For¬ 
est Service, the Department of Water and 
Power,and the state. These agencies, backed 
by federal tax dollars or huge revenues from 
the water industry, are able to offer a pre¬ 
mium price for any land that they might set 
their eyes on . 

The County General Plan does include 
what Hilton describes as ’’long term poli¬ 
cies ” which identify specific pieces of 
land - mostly BLM acres - around each of 
Inyo’s communities as land that should go 
into private ownership for modest growth. 

”lf we don’t have land on which to grow, to 
generate employment and opportunities for 
light industrial development, we will be 
stifled,” said Hilton. He lamented the fact 
that some of Inyo's towns are actually los¬ 
ing people, while others remain static or 
show a very small amount of growth. ”lt’s 
unrealistic to think that people will stay 



Close-up of land ownership around Owens 
Valley towns . 


here. Our young people have practically no 
opportunities, unless they want to work in 
gas stations or motels.” 

The Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power and the federal and state governments 
hold the land that could make the critical 
difference in Inyo’s future. DWP has little 
incentive to release any meaningful amounts 
of land. Several years ago, an aide to Los 
Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley told us that DWP 
discourages growth in Inyo since it would 
only mean more competition for water. City 
of L, A. officials have played on the fears 
of local merchants by telling them that more 
available land will simply mean more busi¬ 
ness competition. But the truth is that more 
land would mean more light industry, more 
jobs, and greater buying power for the 
economy. 

It’s not as if there is no interest in 
locating businesses here. Planning Director 
Hilton said that calls do come in to his 
office from owners of light manufacturing 
firms, people interested in opening trailer 
parks and other businesses in the area. Hil¬ 
ton has to tell them ’’there is no room.” 

Several months ago Hilton made a plea 
to the Board of Supervisors to set up a pol¬ 
icy to prevent a greater loss of land and to 

(Continued on page 8) 


3 





































UNBALANCED POPULATION CAUSES PROBLEMS FOR 
DEER / LONE PINE LOSES A DOCTOR / PBS 
WATER FEATURE TO AIR IN L.A. / MILITARY 
CONSIDERS THE ISSUE OF SONIC BOOMS IN INYO 

Too many men and not enough women: 
that f s a common complaint. When it comes to 
deer, however, it can be a life and death 
situation. The Fish and Game Department has 
been kicking around the idea of encouraging 
the killing of what they call "antlerless 
deer, 11 or the gunning of does rather than 
bucks. Many hunters consider that an un¬ 
sportsmanlike - even unmanly - thing to do. 

Fish and Game’s Tom Blankenship pointed 
out that it’s "not our business to determine 
the manlyrpess of hunts.” He says that Fish 
and Game has "good information that the re¬ 
moval of some does has substantially in«* 
creased the survival of fawns.” 

It’s basically a question of how many 
mouths can be fed in a given area. Blanken¬ 
ship says that in the Buttermilk area there 
have been reports of 8 bucks to every 100 
does, although he concedes it may be more 
like 20 to 100. While bucks and does aren’t 
complaining, Fish and Game thinks too many 
young deer are dying. 

It’s a policy that’s still under debate. 


A Lone Pine doctor may head for Alabama 
soon. Dr. Stan Griffin will apparently be 
checking out of Inyo County. Southern Inyo 
Hospital Administrator Otis Clasby confirmed 
to us that Griffin "asked for termination of 
his contract with the hospital at the end of 
December because of a low census in the 
emergency room.” Griffin has provided emer¬ 
gency room and emergency clinic services 
for S.I.H. 

Rumors in Lone Pine suggested that 
Griffin wanted more money than the hospital 
board was willing to give him, but Clasby 
says there’s just not enough activity for 
Griffin. The administrator did say that a 
Dr. Richard Strong is expected to come to 
Lone Pine next month, and that Dr. Barbara 
Keenan plans to go into private practice in 
the Lone Pine area. 

Keeping doctors in Southern Inyo large¬ 
ly depends on finding enough patients. 
Apparently Dr. Griffin’s professional ambi¬ 
tions didn’t agree with what he found here. 


"Water, Wealth and Power,” an hour- 
long feature scheduled to air on PBS in 
California after the first of the year, will 
be opening with a segment on the water 
problems in the Owens Valley, 

PBS reporter, Peter Grauman, had 
visited Inyo-Mono a few months ago to find 
out more about the decades long water war 
between Los Angeles and Inyo. He interviewed 
several local people at that time, 

Grauman told us that appearing in the 
program will be Inyo rancher Keith Bright 
and citizen leader Bill Manning. News re¬ 
porter Benett Kessler was also interviewed 
on camera. 

The program covers water problems 
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throughout California. Grauman said that it 
is likely the piece will air in Sacramento 
as well as Los Angeles. Right now, it is 
scheduled for L.A. on January 11, at 9PM, 
and will be shown again the following Sunday 
at 6PM. 

As the title of the program indicates, 
PBS has looked in depth at the many compli¬ 
cations surrounding water in California. It 
is believed that reporter Grauman emphasized 
the conflicts involving water because of the 
tremendous amounts of money at stake, and 
because of political power struggles through¬ 
out the state. 


Thunderous sonic booms have, from time 
to time, shattered the customary calm in 
Inyo County - along with a few windows. This 
area is part of a "military complex,” where 
aircraft perform test flights. 

Sometimes those jets fly fast enough to 
break the sound barrier, and nearly the ear¬ 
drums of Inyo County people. A few months 
back, Rocky Lane of China Lake Naval Weapons 
Center took a decibel reading machine to 
Inyo to register the sound levels of the 
military flights, and to count the number of 
jets that pass through the area. Lane says 
he did this for the Complex Control Board, 
which is made up of representatives from 
some of the military bases that use the 
Owens Valley for their test flights. 

According to Lane, the results of 
his tests are out, but must still be care¬ 
fully analyzed. Although things have been 
relatively quiet lately, in the past, espe¬ 
cially in Southern Inyo, windows have been 
cracked by the booming jets. 

The military board plans to meet for 
more discussions on the noise problem. Pilots 
flying in this area may have been briefed 
on not flying too fast, or too low over 
Inyo towns. ■ 
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Board of Supervisors 
County of Inyo 
Courthouse 

Independence, CA 93526 

Dear Members of the Board: 

As we observe county and city officials proceeding 
with the final details of the Inyo/Los Angeles agreement, 
we are writing to advise you of what we perceive our direction 
from the Board to be, so that the Board, Water Commission, 
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COVER-UP (Continued from page 2) 

that the letter was, in effect, a con¬ 
fidential document. He did add that the 
Board of Supervisors was the only one 
with the privilege to make the letter 
public. Even if any of the supervis¬ 
ors were inclined to release the let¬ 
ter - which is doubtful - the opinion 
of the County Counsel could have led 
them to believe, that it was best not 
to divulge the contents of a ’’confi¬ 
dential document.” 

Clearly, the information in 
Rossman’s letter is something the 
public should have been informed 
about, but more significant is the 
fact that Inyo officials engaged in 
a cover-up of important knowledge. 

No one - not the County Counsel, 
the Water Commissioners, the Water 
'Director, nor the supervisors - chose to 
"Giye the people the facts. 

S ecreversc_j^t^i- Bill Manning, chairman of the newly formed Owens Valley Committee 

said, ”It makes you wonder just how much critical information our own officials are 
hiding from their constituents.” B 
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A News Alternative 

The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
twice monthly at 536 North Edwards Street, 
Independence, California. 

Telephone: (619) 878-2582 

Leah Kirk, publisher 

Editorial Staff: 

John Heston Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 

All correspondence, including letters to 
the editor, should be mailed to P.O. Box 33, 
Independence, California 93526. 
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INYO MARBLE 
k Community 
in the Ntaking 

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 


At left; looking out to¬ 
ward the site of the 
pi anne d comnuni ty . 

Below: the old town of 
Dolomite , part of which 
will be restored as a 
historical landmark . 







In Inyo County, where the acres of pri¬ 
vately owned land are scarce - and getting 
scarcer - more jobs, a stronger taxbase and 
sustained economic and population growth 
sound like a dream come true. It's a dream 
that should soon begin to come true at least 
in Southern Inyo. A new community - Inyo 
Marble - is planned seven miles east of 
Lone Pine, around the old marble mining 
town of Dolomite. 

Still working its way through the En¬ 
vironmental Impact Report process, Inyo 
Marble will be a planned community. Its 
carefully laid-out development will include 
not only housing, but light industry, retail 
stores, a park, even equestrian trails. 

Upon completion of the development's eight 
proposed phases - after the year 2000 - 
about l 800 ,people will live there, taking 
advantage of the Eastern Sierra's mild cli¬ 
mate and one of the best views of the Sierra 
and the Alabama Hills around... and adding 
upwards of $37,000,000 worth of taxable 
property to the county rolls. 

The owner/developer of the 235 acre 
project is Arland Dunn, philanthropist, 
industrialist, and former Inyo resident. 

He plans to relocate his Traditional Indus¬ 
tries, Inc., a marketer of photographic 
equipment, kitchenware, and other items to 
Inyo Marble. It also appears that Crown 
Albums-Smith Pacific, a manufacturer of 
leather and vinyl products, will move there 
in the early stages of development. Like 
Traditional Industries , CA-SP is essentially 
non-polluting light industry. Both will 
bring new job opportunities and a welcome 
influx of capital to the shrinking communi¬ 
ties of Southern Inyo. 

Mr. Dunn has given careful considera¬ 
tion to the historical value of the area, 
where mines have operated since the 19th 
century, in designing his town-to-be. Part 
of the old town of Dolomite will be restor¬ 
ed and maintained as a landmark, and the 
retail area is planned with an "Old West" 
motif. 

When is all this going to happen? The 
land is there. So, apparently, is the money 
and the will to put it to good use. What's 
missing is - you guessed it - water. Inyo 
Marble will require upwards of 500 acre/feet 
•of water per year. The EIR, prepared by 
Glidden Engineering of Bishop, indicates 


that wells on and near the proposed site 

contain levels of iron and flouride above 
the state standards. 

If water of sufficient quantity and 
quality cannot be pumped on or near the 
proposed site, it may have to be pumped 
from nearby watersheds. Though most Keeler 
residents seem to favor the community, they 
are concerned that their new water system 
will be impacted if it becomes necessary 
to pump near their town. 

Once water has been provided for the 
community and EIR has been reviewed by the 
public and all the governmental agencies 
involved, it's on to planning changes, zon¬ 
ing changes, and construction permits. 

These all take a lot of time. At best, 
ground-breaking would start next year. 

It can't happen soon enough for Lone 
Pine, where the hospital operates at about 
one-third of its capacity, where the high 
school suffers from perennial financial 
problems due to low enrollment, and where 
good steady jobs are hard to find. 

Privately-owned land is scarce in the 
sprawling Owens Valley, What's available 
is not always used with the greater good 
for the greater number of people foremost 
in mind. Inyo Marble, with the progressive 
influence of Arland Dunn, and foresightful 
cooperation of local government, would be 
a big step towards a more secure future 
for the people of Inyo County. ■ 


Your only locally owned office 
in Southern Inyo... 
servin g Southern Inyo 

Available now: Southern Inyo resort 
40 acres with abundant water. $189,000 

140 secluded acres at the foot of the 
Sierra. Complete with house, cottage 
and springs. $140,000. 


111 / DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
Owner-Broker 

im i ll We’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 
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TWO ARRESTS 
IN DRUG DROP 


It f s no secret to local lav enforce¬ 
ment that the Death Valley area is a populai 
spot for dropping and picking up large ship¬ 
ments of drugs. It’s remote and the roads 
are lightly travelled. But it was a surprise 
to officers when an anonymous caller told 
them "several bales of marijuana" were 
strewn across Badwater Road, north of Sho¬ 
shone, It was an even bigger surprise when 
two men were caught at the scene two days 
later. 

After an anonymous call came in, depu¬ 
ties headed to the scene and found 31 boxes 
of marijuana with Mexican writing on them. 
Officers had to speculate on just how the 
dope got there. Some of the boxes were 
stacked up behind brush, others were just 
scattered across the road. Had somebody 
actually dropped»'the boxes from a truck? 

Inyo Sheriff Don Dorsey called law men in 
surrounding counties and discovered that two 
aircraft had been abandoned and found by 
officers in San Bernardino and Los Angeles 
counties. It was believed that the planes 
Tiad been involved in drug drops. 

Inyo officers went to work investigat¬ 
ing the scene, looking for evidence. The 
boxes had been discovered on a Wednesday, 
and just before noon the following Friday 
deputies were still investigating the scene 
and watching. Their watching paid off. In 
disbelief , officers saw two men rummaging 
around where the boxes had been. Sheriff 

Dorsey said that when officers approached 

(Continued on page 8) 
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MEYERS FILES CLAIM 
AGAINST INYO 


Even as County Counsel Dennis Meyers 
prepared to ask for a renewal of his con¬ 
tract with Inyo County, word got out that 
he had filed a workman’s compensation claim 
against the county. 

The San Bernardino Workman f s Compensa¬ 
tion Appeal Board confirmed that Meyers has 
filed a claim, though the Inyo County Ad¬ 
ministrators office denied having anything 
on file in regard to that. 

Meyers told News-Letter that he "filed 
a standard workman’s comp, claim" in Octo¬ 
ber of this year. The County Counsel had 
checked with other County Counsel offices 
to establish whether a heart attack could 
be considered as work related. Said Meyers, 
"If it is, I want some guarantee for future 
medical insurance." If he were to leave 
county government, Meyers feels he would be 
ineligible for medical insurance. 

The matter will go before the Workman’s 
Compensation Appeal Board, where medical 
experts will be called to testify to deter¬ 
mine if Meyers’ heart attack was, in fact, 
work related. 

Asked if filing a claim against Inyo 
County would constitute a conflict of in¬ 
terest for its legal counsel, Meyers de¬ 
clared that he has the same rights as any 
other county employee. 

Although his contract doesn’t expire 
for another seven months, Meyers planned to 
ask for its renewal in <coming days. 
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LAND (Continued from page 3) 

work toward acquiring more land for the pri¬ 
vate tax roll. The supervisors didn’t quite 
seem to understand the urgency or serious¬ 
ness of the dilemma. Those who do comprehend 
the nature of economics, forsee tough times 
ahead if no one deals with the very real 
need for more land and jobs to support at 
least a limited population growth, 

Inyo does have land that could he trad¬ 
ed for government acres, but as obe county 
official noted, M The supervisors are aware 
of the problem, but don’t know how to put 
together an effort to solve it." 

Inyo has to face formidable problems 
concerning the intelligent use of its land 
and water. It will take a Herculean effort 
to overcome some of these problems. Five 
years ago that was admitted. But as Ted 
Hilton said, "If we lose 10# of our private 
land every ten years, there simply won’t be 
much left." ■ 


DRUG DROP (Continued from page 7) 

the two men brandished a gun. The men were 
arrested, and at last report, 20 year old 
Brent Manoch and 23 year old Jeffery Nor- 
quist of the L.A. area were jailed at Inde¬ 
pendence on charges of possession and trans¬ 
portation of marijuana and brandishing a 
firearm. 

Sheriff Dorsey is working with the 
State Department of Justice, U.S. Customs, 
and other agencies on the case. It is be¬ 
lieved that the marijuana - 775 pounds of it 
came from Mexico. The street value is esti¬ 
mated at three-quarters of a million dollars, 
It was the biggest marijuana seizure in 
Inyo’s history. 



...AT THE 
END OF YOUR DAY 


Cocktail Lounge • Pool • Pac Man 


Come in out of the cold to the friendly 
atmosphere at the Double L Lounge. This 
holiday season, give yourself a little 
time at the end of your day to relax 
with friends at the Double L. 




2 COLOR TV’s FOLLOW ALL 
THE MAJOR SPORTS EVENTS! 

226 N. MAIN LONE PINE 





































































SURVEY (Continued from page 1) 

Sierra News Service suggested only that the 
OVC survey be conducted within American 
Broadcasting Association .(ABA) guidelines 
in order to make an accurate determination. 
In an area this size, an accurate poll of 
public opinion can be determined within 2 
or 3 percentage points with as few as 50 
phone calls. The survey, when completed, 
will include 300 or more phone calls. At 
press time, 2l4 calls had been made. The 
survey goes far beyond the ABA standards. 

The results reflect an overwhelming major¬ 
ity of people who feel that the present 
agreement is unacceptable. 

Bill Manning, chairman of the OVC, 
told News-Letter that out of 2lk calls made, 
17^ people stated they were aware of the 
agreement controversy. Out of that number 
8l said they are against the agreement, 19 
said they favor it, and the remainder were 
undecided. A h to 1 margin against the DWP 
agreement. The telephone surveyors asked 
four questions: if those surveyed were 
registered voters, if they were aware of 
the controversy over the agreement, if they 
felt Inyo should enter into the present 
agreement, and what their reasons were for 
th® answers they gave. 

Published reports quoting supervisor 
Bob Bremmer said that he believes only a 
very few are against the agreement in his 
district. His comments were in response to 
' the Owens Valley Committee’s statements 
that the Inyo supervisors have ignored the 
will of the people. 

In Bremmer’s district, the Lone Pine 
area, the survey revealed a public sentiment 
of nearly 6 to 1 against the agreement. That 
was the strongest opposition in the county. 
Bishop and Big Pine calls showed a nearly 
5 to 1 opposition. Independence showed a 2 
to 1 margin against the agreement. The over¬ 
all average was 4 to 1 against the DWP agree¬ 
ment. 

Predictably, DWP and even some super¬ 
visors tried to attack the survey’s results 
and the methods used. The poll, however, was 
conducted completely dispassionately in an 
honest attempt to discern the majority opin¬ 
ion. Volunteers were given strict instruct 
tions not to argue with those they called 
and not to give any opinions. They were told 
to select phone numbers at random. When the 
OVC completes all of its calls this week, 
Chairman Bill Manning says he will have the 
results notarized, swearing to the accuracy 
of the poll. 

If Inyo’s officials continue to deny the 
feeling of the majority of their constituents 
they will probably reap the results of a 
growing public outrage. When told the out¬ 
come of the survey, Inyo’s Water Director 
Greg James said, ”1 think everybody will be 
very sensitive to that expression of public 
opinion. We welcome a valid indication.” 

Any responsible public representative 
would look very seriously at the poll. While 
there are still some people undecided on the 
issue, those who do have an opinion clearly 
and undeniably do not want the agreement. An 
exasperated Bill Manning wants to know what 
it will take to open the eyes of Inyo offi¬ 
cials. At public hearings in Lone Pine, 
Bishop, and Independence, speakers consis¬ 
tently numbered 2 or 3 to 1 against the pro¬ 
posed agreement. Considering that a number 
of those people officially represented groups 
of several hundred opposing the agreement, 


the statistics weigh even more heavily. Many 
are asking why the supervisors stubbornly 
refuse to listen to their constituents. 

At least two supervisors have apparently 
begun to sense the public drift. Bishop 
Sapervisor Lefty Irwin says that the phone 
calls he is getting will influence his final 
decision on the agreement. Irwin says that 
80 % of the calls he’s received so far have 
been in opposition to the agreement. Inter¬ 
estingly, of those with opinions in the 
county-wide survey, 80 % opposed it. Irwin 
stated that he will "have to listen very care¬ 
fully to my constituents when I look at the 
final agreement document.” 

Supervisor Larry Calkins revealed that 
he has not committed himself to approving the 
agreement. He said that only when the agree¬ 
ment is in final form will he make a decision. 
Calkins added that when he seconded the mo¬ 
tion to approve the agreement concepts, he 
did so only to get the proposal into final 
form. 


What about the other three supervisors? 
Will they continue denying the existence of 
what is plainly an angry constituency? Super¬ 
visor P,D, Cook told one man that no one has 
called him about the agreement. But a number 
of individuals have told News-Letter that 
they called Cook to express their definite 
opposition to the agreement.. In more than 
one case, those individuals said that Cook 
angrily challenged their right to have an 
opinion. Supervisor Bremmer doggedly refuses 
to listen to his constituency- a constituency 
that is outraged by the agreement and wearily 
fearful that more of their trees will die, 
that more of their groundwater will be lost 
to Los Angeles, that more of their lawns and 
flowers will wither. Supervisor Johnny John¬ 
son, too, has shown no indication of being 
open-minded to the possibility that most of 
his constituents in Independence, Lone Pine, 
and Big Pine do not want this agreement. 

When the Inyo people voted for the Ground- 
water Ordinance a few years ago, the vote was 
practically h to 1 throughout the county. The 
current public opinion is not only consistent 
with that vote, it has been resolutely the 
same for a number of years. 

Water Director Jam^s toxa us tnat the 
original concepts in the agreement will not 
change in the final document. If the super¬ 
visors still insist on approving that docu¬ 
ment when it finally gees to the public, 
they will have to live with months, maybe 
years of political misery. Defying the obvi¬ 
ous will of the people only serves to destroy 
a government. How can a body of people re¬ 
spect and trust representatives who simply 
refuse to see the truth? ■ 
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YOUR HELP CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 


SANTAS FRIENDS 


Residential Address 


Town S tate_ 

Mail to Owens Valley Committee, P.O. Box 330, Lone Pine, CA 93545, 
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The OWG Owens Valley Committee 
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YOUft 


supp° pT 


Please read and sign this petition'. 
And ask your friends if they'd like to help too'. 


The proposed agreement with the Department of Water and Power 
gives too much to DWP, and allows no protection for Inyo. The 
Board of Supervisors should vote against it. 

Signature ___ Date _ 


Please Print* Your name 


Photos: Marilyn Fisher 


910 N. Main Bishop (619) 873-4291 


FORD 


Rent by 
the day, 
week, or 
month. 


EASTERN SIERRA 
MOTORS 
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Propane & Service—i 


by Clarence Benbrook 

Reading the headlines can be pretty 
depressing these days. But not for 
Clarence Benbrook. With tongue planted 
firmly in cheek, he quips his way 
through current events. 

Politicians find widespread dissatis¬ 
faction among women, Hispanics, blacks, 
Asians, young people, handicapped people, 
peace activists and environmentalists. The 
satisfied people are only occupying the 
graveyard. 

Jesse Jackson is calling his campaign a 
"rainbow coalition.” Is there a pot at the 
end of it? 

The "new epidemic" of teenage pregnan¬ 
cies blamed on the "Day After." It was really 
the night before. 

International Monetary Fund benefactors 
rebelling against a harsh austerity program. 
The cure is worse than the disease. 

Government agency moves 25 bighorn 
sheep at a cost of $23,000. Taxpayers take a 
"bleating," 

Reagan signed dairy bill subsidy because 
it was important to several Republican sen¬ 
ators seeking re-election. It was less impor¬ 
tant to cows and taxpayers. 

A defense plant cutting tool priced at 
$240 was marked up to $1,158 by General Dy¬ 
namics. The General gets dynamic prices. 

An engineer is a bridge f s way of know¬ 
ing how to be built. 

Experts say medicare solutions will be 
painful. Not for the government. 

Judge Richardson retires to catch up on 
40 years of deferred reading. The 600 opin¬ 
ions he wrote might have been wiser had he 
done the reading beforehand. 

Most Washington leaks are never solved 
because they are caused by the plumber. 

When the Pentagon wants a pencil it or¬ 
ders a portable, handheld communications in- 
scriber. It costs ten times as much as a 
common pencil. 

Washington, D.C. residents consume more 
liquor per person than any other state. They 
also consume more money. 

Presidential candidate Hollings says he 
wants to beat Reagan for the good of the 
country and the Democratic Party; to say 
nothing of the good of Hollings. 

The Supreme Court will decide whether 
the government may deny aid to students who 
refuse to register for the draft. The gov¬ 
ernment is never wrong, and the Supreme 
Court can prove it. 

Presidential candidate Jesse Jackson 
says his campaign is backed by a promise from 
God, So is the Ayatollah Khomeini’s. 

Possible clue to the origin of the uni¬ 
verse discovered. Good, now that we found 
the original we can throw away the old one. 

The two hardest things in the world to 
find: something not taxed, and something not 
controversial, 

f Tis the season to be jolly, but keep 
your eye on the pickpocket dressed like 
Santa, 

♦ 

/ 




P.O. BOX G 1000 N. MAIN ST. 
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"Ifon* OnLf Ouutmd QgA, Gomfuuuf" 


Just about 
an ything you’d need! 


FGESH P *oo» c * 


JOS ePHS 

BI-RITE MARKET 

And department store 

LONE PINE 
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An experience in fine dining. 

Delicious gourmet foods 
and a Children's Menu. 

The Red Lyon Saloon 
has it's own bar menu. 

< 4 ^ 


Saloon & Dining Room 
Open from 5pm 


Happy Hour 
Nightly 5-6 




The Normandy Inn 
Restaurant 




and 

Red Lyon Saloon 


Boulder Drive. June Lake, California 93529 
(619) 648-7998 
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TIME FOR THE HONORABLE TRADITION OF OFFICE PARTIES/ 

A RUBBER STAMP THAT BACKFIRED/ FORMER SHERIFF RIDES 
THE RANGE/ CONTEL'S "DIAL TONE" FEE GENERATES A BUZZ 



f Tis the season for office parties, 
and there were a couple of Christmas parties 
'of note. Bishop attorneys Art Maillet and 
Peter Tracy opened their office doors to 
Inyo’s lawyers. The county’s two judges were 
there, the District Attorney, the Public De¬ 
fenders, and the Sheriff. Only one media man 
and an engineer were there. 

Bruce Ivey, the auto parts man, had a 
lively celebration at Whiskey Creek. 

I overheard one retired woman who said 
the one thing she really misses at holiday 
time is the good old office party’ 

* 

Off the screen, but not forgotten, is 
Elijah Cook, better known as "Cookie” around 
Bishop where he has a home. Cook was great 
when he worked with Humphrey Bogart and 
other big name stars. The famous character 
actor, you might remember, appeared in the 
Maltese Falcon with Bogie, He actually made 
the big stars look better. 

* 

In search of a rubber stamp? Seems 
that’s what the supervisors and water com¬ 
missioners wanted when they appointed the 
water commission’s advisory committee. There 
were a lot ruffled official feathers when 
the committee members did what they were 
supposed to do - advise the water commission. 
Most of them raised serious doubts about the 
DWP agreement. But instead of listening to 
the voices of reason, the commissioners laid 
out a thinly veiled threat to disband the 
advisory committee. The committee’s still 
there, waiting to advise, but so far there’s 
no consent. 


* 

Hot new show: the Eastern Sierra Morn¬ 
ing Report, airing from 7 to 9AM weekdays on 
Bishop’s Channel 12 TV. Russ Monroe, lately 
of Lone Pine’s old (and greatly missed) 
radio KNYO, handles the show. Monroe mixes 
news (more complete than his radio competi¬ 
tors) with up-to-date weather and road in¬ 
formation, general announcements,etc., and 
some good music. It’s for those who like to 
wake up to something besides hard rock or 
country western tunes. 

Starting December 19th, Monroe goes on 
live camera. You’ll find a great personality 
there on Bishop Channel 12 television, 

* 


Riding the range: former Inyo County 
Sheriff Floyd Barton. When he’s needed, 
Barton hops on his horse, Taco, and rides 
herd on the cattle at the 4j ranch in Big 
72 


Pine (used to be the Rancho Samataguma). 

Barton traded in the pressures of poli¬ 
tico for a more serene life. 

* 

Speaking of political pressures, more 
rumblings about challenges to the supervi¬ 
sorial candidates next June, Cook, Bremmer 
and Johnson face re-election. They may think 
that it’s just the water issue that has 
stirred up the desire to run for office, but 
it’s more than that. Some of our officials 
have blithely stepped on a lot of toes. 

* 

Continental Telephone has tromped on a 
few toes too - rising rates and new charges 
perpetually popping up. But a few weeks ago 
a Contel press release rang up outrage. It 
talked about a new charge on the "dial tone" 
cost. Now, most folks took that to mean that 
the phone company was actually charging them 
for a dial tone - kind of like DWP charging 
for the air in its water pipes. 

Anyway, what Contel meant by dial tone, 
they tell us, was just plain old phone ser¬ 
vice. Sometimes it pays to talk plain old 
English. 


* 

To all of our readers, a wonderful 
Christmas and a thanks for your support. 
Stay tuned, 1984 should be an interesting 
new year’ 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely, 



SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


j— The - 

Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 


Or pick up a copy at news stands 
from Olancha to Rock Creek . 


A News Alternative 






















A 

POEM 

BY 

RICHMOND 
PARKER 




What if 

love became contagious 

and spread on drinking cups and spoons. 

At first many unbelievers 

would say, "Only for dames and goons." 

Here and there you'd learn about it 
then a wide epidemic booms, 
and the innocent would catch it 
just by entering into rooms, 
committee would be gathered 
the interest luke-warm, 
while an eminent physician 
says, "It does more good than harm." 

The first executive to get it 
would instigate The Golden Rule, 
while his companions would say, 

"He's acting like a fool." 

When bankers were infected 

they'd cut interest on their loans. 

There'd be so much infection 

few would condemn or throw the first stones 

Each patient would get color blind, 
no "grey suit" and no "blue collar," 
the victim then could be himself, 
a dime would feel like a dollar. 

No one protected 
none immune, 

from kinderaarden to Congress, 
as love spread round 
it would be found 

that each day would be like Christmas. 
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Season’s 
Greetings! 


Warm up for lunch at Holmes 1 
Health Haven where you'll find 
homemade hot soups served daily with 
our own comb read... 

check our shelves for 
healthful stocking stuffers 



Your complete health food store. 

872-5571 192 W. Line Bishop 
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